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Black Friday, traditionally celebrated
the day after Thanksgiving in the
United States, marks the start of the
holiday shopping season with
significant discounts and sales.
Though it began in the U.S., Black
Friday has become a global
phenomenon, influencing countries
worldwide. 

It has also made its mark in Spain,
Latin America, and U.S. states with
strong Spanish influence. Each region
has its unique twist on this popular
shopping event, blending their
cultural nuances with the excitement
of grabbing a bargain.

In this magazine, we will explore
how Black Friday is celebrated in
Spain, Latin America, and Spanish-
speaking regions of the U.S., from
bustling stores to savvy online
shopping, providing a
comprehensive view of how Spanish
culture interacts with this global
shopping phenomenon.

1. Introduction to Black Friday
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Spain embraced Black Friday in 2012, and since then, it has rapidly grown into one of the country’s

most anticipated shopping events. Major cities like Madrid, Barcelona, and Valencia host large-scale

sales, and retailers—both online and offline—go all out to attract shoppers with special offers.

Spanish Adaptations

While Black Friday in the U.S. focuses on a one-day event, in Spain, the tradition often extends over

several days, and many stores feature week-long promotions. Spanish businesses, from large brands

to small boutiques, participate in this shopping frenzy, adapting the concept to fit local consumer

behaviors. Black Friday is also seen as an opportunity to support local businesses that cater to

Spanish preferences.

2. Black
Friday in

Spain
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3. Spanish Brands and Retailers
During Black Friday
Well-known Spanish retailers like Zara, Mango, and El Corte Inglés play a major role in Black Friday.

These brands offer enticing discounts both in-store and online, drawing shoppers from across the

country and abroad. El Corte Inglés, in particular, is known for offering significant discounts on

electronics, fashion, and home goods during Black Friday, becoming a destination for savvy shoppers.

Local Spanish businesses have also found their niche in Black Friday, providing deals on everything

from fashion to local artisanal products. Spanish consumers increasingly look forward to the event,

often planning their purchases weeks in advance.
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Black Friday’s influence has spread beyond the

U.S. and Europe to Latin America. Countries like

Mexico, Argentina, and Colombia have embraced

the shopping holiday, with major retailers

offering similar discounts to their U.S.

counterparts

In Mexico, El Buen Fin, a local shopping event

held in November, is closely tied to Black Friday.

Inspired by the U.S. tradition, El Buen Fin offers

widespread discounts and is particularly popular

in retail stores across the country. This shopping

event has boosted sales and helped local

retailers, creating a new tradition that blends

Mexican culture with the global Black Friday

phenomenon.

4. Black Friday in
Latin America
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5. Black Friday in U.S. States with
Strong Spanish Influence
In states like California, Texas, Florida, and New Mexico, where there are large Hispanic

communities, Black Friday is celebrated with a blend of U.S. and Spanish cultural elements. These

states offer a unique Black Friday experience, with bilingual marketing campaigns and

advertisements targeting the Spanish-speaking population.

Retailers in these states cater to Hispanic shoppers, offering deals on products that appeal to their

preferences, such as food, clothing, and home goods. Black Friday also becomes a family event in

these communities, with extended family members gathering to shop together.
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The growth of e-commerce has significantly

changed the way people shop during Black

Friday in Spain and Latin America. Platforms

like Amazon Spain and Mercado Libre have made

online shopping the go-to option for many

Spanish-speaking consumers. Popular Spanish

influencers and bloggers often promote Black

Friday deals, further driving the popularity of

online shopping

With the rise of e-commerce, consumers in these

regions can take advantage of global deals

without stepping foot in a store, often leading to

increased participation in the event.

6. Online
Shopping Trends
During Black
Friday
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7. Black Friday vs. Cyber Monday
While Black Friday has traditionally been associated with brick-and-mortar stores, the rise of Cyber

Monday has shifted much of the shopping online. In Spain and Latin America, the two events often

overlap, creating a week-long shopping frenzy.

Retailers prepare by offering discounts across both days, with Black Friday focusing on in-store

sales and Cyber Monday targeting online shoppers. Consumers in Spanish-speaking countries have

come to expect deals on both days, with many planning their purchases accordingly.
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8. Tips for
Shopping on Black
Friday in Spanish-
speaking
Countries

If you’re planning to shop on Black Friday in

Spain or Latin America, here are a few tips to

help you make the most of the event

Plan Ahead: Many Spanish and Latin

American retailers release their deals early,

so keep an eye out for promotions.

1.

Focus on Electronics and Fashion: These are

the categories with the best deals during

Black Friday in Spanish-speaking countries.

2.

Beware of Scams: Only shop on trusted

websites and from well-known retailers to

avoid fraudulent offers.

3.
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9. Future of Black Friday in
Spanish-speaking Countries
As Black Friday continues to grow in popularity across Spain and Latin America, we can expect

more localization and unique adaptations of the event. From extended sales to localized products,

Black Friday will likely become even more entrenched in these cultures. Retailers may start

tailoring their promotions even more to local tastes, introducing deals on region-specific goods and

services.

Additionally, as the event blends with cultural traditions, we might see the rise of new shopping

experiences that combine Black Friday with local festivals or holiday events, further enriching the

unique ways Spanish-speaking countries celebrate this global shopping phenomenon.
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Black Friday’s evolution from a U.S.-based shopping spree to a worldwide event highlights how

deeply interconnected the world’s economies have become. In Spain, Latin America, and U.S. states

with strong Spanish influence, this tradition has been embraced and reshaped, blending local

customs, cultures, and shopping habits.

 As Black Friday continues to evolve, it’s clear that it will remain a key date on the calendar for

millions of Spanish-speaking consumers, offering a unique blend of global excitement and local

flavor.
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10. Black Friday: A Global
Phenomenon with a Spanish
Twist



1. When did Spain officially embrace Black Friday?
     a) 2005
     b) 2012
     c) 2015
     d) 2020

2. Which of the following is a popular Spanish retailer known for its major Black
     Friday sales?
    a) Mango
    b) Walmart
    c) Carrefour
    d) Best Buy

3. What is Mexico’s equivalent shopping event to Black Friday called?
     a) El Buen Fin
     b) El Gran Día
     c) La Semana Loca
     d) Día de las Compras

4. Which U.S. state with a large Hispanic population is known for blending
     Hispanic culture with Black Friday shopping?
     a) New York
     b) Texas
     c) Illinois
     d) Alaska

5. What is one of the main differences between Black Friday in Spain and the U.S.?
     a) It only takes place online in Spain.
     b) It often lasts several days in Spain.
     c) It’s celebrated in September in Spain.
     d) Spain doesn’t participate in Black Friday.

Cultural Quiz: Black Friday and Spanish Traditions
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6. Which platform is commonly used in Spain for online Black Friday shopping?
     a) Mercado Libre
     b) Amazon Spain
     c) Shopify
    d) eBay

7. What is typically NOT a top category for Black Friday deals in Spanish-speaking
      countries?
     a) Electronics
     b) Fashion
     c) Groceries
     d) Home goods

8. How do Latin American countries, such as Argentina and Colombia, participate
     in Black Friday?
     a) They host local markets only.
     b) They follow the U.S. tradition of offering discounts both in-store and online.
     c) Black Friday is not celebrated in Latin America.
     d) Only international stores participate in Black Friday.

9.  What is the main purpose of El Buen Fin in Mexico, which coincides with Black
      Friday?
     a) To promote travel deals.
     b) To boost the economy with widespread discounts before the holidays.
     c) To celebrate local markets.
     d) To encourage holiday decorations.

10. Which of the following predictions is likely for the future of Black Friday in
       Spanish-speaking countries?
     a) Black Friday will become a month-long event.
     b) Local products and traditions will play a larger role in Black Friday promotions.
     c) Spanish-speaking countries will stop participating in Black Friday.
     d) Black Friday will only be celebrated online in the future.
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b) 20121.

a) Mango2.

a) El Buen Fin3.

b) Texas4.

b) It often lasts several days in Spain.5.

b) Amazon Spain6.

c) Groceries7.

b) They follow the U.S. tradition of offering discounts both

in-store and online.

8.

b) To boost the economy with widespread discounts

before the holidays.

9.

b) Local products and traditions will play a larger role in

Black Friday promotions.

10.

Cultural Quiz: Answer Key
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From bustling Spanish
boutiques to charming local
shops, we hope this Black
Friday inspires you to dive
into Spain’s vibrant shopping
culture and language with
our Spanish Homestay
Immersion Program (SHIP). 

¡Felices compras!

From our offers to your
journey, we hope this Black
Friday sparks your next
language and cultural
adventure with Spanish
Express.

¡Hasta pronto!

L E F T :  M Ó N I C A  R O M E R O ,
🏆  A W A R D  W I N N E R  ' V I S I O N A R Y '
F O U N D E R  A N D  D I R E C T O R
S P A N I S H  E X P R E S S

www.spanishexpress.co.uk
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