
Carnival in Spain: A
Celebration of Color,
Music, and Tradition
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Introduction: The Magic
of Carnival in Spain
Carnival in Spain is a vibrant, festive season that combines music, dance, costumes,
and community spirit. Rooted in centuries-old traditions, Carnival offers a chance to
experience Spanish culture at its most colorful and lively. 

This magazine explores the best Carnival celebrations in Cádiz, Barcelona city,
Sitges (Barcelona province), and Extremadura, where your Spanish Homestay
Immersion Programme (SHIP) ensures you can enjoy the festivities while improving
your Spanish and connecting with the local culture.
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Key Highlights
Chirigotas: Satirical musical groups perform witty songs about politics, society, and
everyday life. These performances are central to Cádiz’s unique Carnival vibe.
Grand Parades: Processions with colorful floats, costumes, and performers fill the
streets, creating an atmosphere of joy and excitement.
Street Parties: The city’s plazas and neighborhoods come alive with music, food,
and dancing that continue late into the night.

SHIP in Cádiz
Immerse yourself in the heart of Carnival with your SHIP host teacher in Cádiz, who will
guide you through the festivities, explain the cultural significance of events, and help
you understand the witty chirigota lyrics while improving your Spanish.

Why Cádiz is Famous for Carnival

Cádiz is home to one of the most

iconic Carnivals in Spain, renowned

for its humor, satire, and extravagant

parades. The entire city transforms

into an open-air stage, with residents

and visitors alike donning elaborate

costumes to celebrate.

1. Cádiz: The
Epicenter of
Spanish
Carnival
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Key Highlights
Parades in the Gothic Quarter: Colorful processions wind through the historic
streets, blending traditional and contemporary elements.
Taronjada: This playful “battle” involves throwing confetti and oranges (or orange-
like props) to recreate a medieval tradition.
Cultural Events: Concerts, workshops, and exhibitions add depth to the
celebrations, making it a well-rounded experience.

SHIP in Barcelona
During Carnival, your SHIP host teacher will take you to explore the parades and events
while teaching you about the historical roots of Barcelona’s Carnival. Combine language
lessons with visits to iconic spots like the Gothic Quarter, immersing yourself in the
culture.

Why Barcelona’s Carnival Stands Out
Barcelona’s Carnival offers a mix of
modern creativity and traditional
charm, with events spread across the
city. From vibrant parades to
gastronomic celebrations, Barcelona’s
Carnival is perfect for those looking to
experience a cosmopolitan twist on
this ancient festival.

2. Barcelona: A
Modern Carnival
with Historic
Roots
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Key Highlights
The Rua de la Disbauxa (Parade of Debauchery): A spectacular nighttime parade
with extravagant floats, costumes, and performances.
The Rua de l’Extermini (Parade of Extermination): The final parade, filled with
energy, creativity, and flair, marking the end of Carnival.
Beach Parties: Celebrations spill onto the beaches, with music and dancing that last
well into the night.

SHIP in Sitges
With SHIP in Sitges, you’ll be guided by a host teacher who ensures you don’t miss the
best parades and parties. You’ll also have the chance to practice Spanish while exploring
the town’s artistic heritage and scenic beauty.

Why Sitges is Famous for Carnival
Known as one of Europe’s most
LGBTQ+-friendly cities, Sitges
hosts a Carnival that is flamboyant,
inclusive, and unforgettable. Its
beachside setting adds a unique
charm to the festivities.

3. Sitges: Spain’s
Most Vibrant
Carnival
Celebration
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Key Highlights
The Jarramplas Festival (Piornal): A man dressed in a demon-like costume is pelted
with turnips by locals, symbolizing the expulsion of evil.
Los Empalaos (Valverde de la Vera): A hauntingly beautiful procession where
participants reenact scenes of penitence.
Traditional Foods: Carnival is a time to enjoy hearty Extremaduran dishes like
migas and caldereta.

SHIP in Extremadura
Through SHIP in Extremadura, you’ll experience the region’s rustic charm and unique
Carnival traditions firsthand. Your host teacher will take you to local events and share
stories about the cultural significance of these customs, enriching your language and
cultural understanding.

Why Carnival in Extremadura is
Unique
Carnival in Extremadura offers
an authentic experience steeped
in tradition and local flavor.
Unlike the grand spectacles of
Cádiz or Sitges, Extremadura’s
Carnival focuses on community,
history, and regional customs.

4. Extremadura:
A Rustic and
Authentic
Carnival
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Cádiz: Sweet and Savory Treats
Cádiz is known for its pestiños, sweet fritters coated in honey or sugar, which are a staple
during Carnival. Another favorite is tortillitas de camarones (shrimp fritters), a crispy and
flavorful snack perfect for enjoying during street festivities.

Barcelona: Seasonal Favorites
In Barcelona, you’ll find festive dishes like butifarra d’ou (egg sausage), traditionally prepared
for Carnival as a symbol of indulgence before Lent. Coca de Llardons, a flatbread made with
pork cracklings, is another must-try delicacy.

Sitges: Sweet Carnival Delights
Sitges celebrates Carnival with sweet pastries and desserts. Look out for xuixos, a deep-fried
pastry filled with creamy custard, and traditional panellets, almond-based sweets that pair
beautifully with the lively atmosphere of the parades.

Extremadura: Rustic Carnival Fare
In Extremadura, Carnival is a time to enjoy hearty, rustic dishes like migas, fried breadcrumbs
mixed with chorizo, garlic, and peppers. Another favorite is caldereta de cordero, a rich lamb
stew that warms up the cold February nights.

These traditional foods not only enhance the festive experience but also provide a deeper
connection to the local culture. When you join the Spanish Homestay Immersion Programme
(SHIP), your host teacher will guide you through the culinary traditions of Carnival, offering
opportunities to taste and even prepare these iconic dishes, making your immersion
experience truly unforgettable.

Carnival is not only a feast for the senses but also a
time to indulge in delicious, traditional Spanish
food that reflects the festive spirit of each region.
During Carnival, cities and towns across Spain
showcase their culinary heritage through a variety
of dishes and treats:

Traditional Food
During Carnival
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With the Spanish Homestay Immersion Programme
(SHIP), you don’t just visit Spain—you live it. Our host
teachers in Cádiz, Barcelona, Sitges, and Extremadura will
immerse you in the language, culture, and traditions of
Carnival. You’ll:

Attend the best local events with a knowledgeable guide.
Learn Spanish in context by participating in real-life activities.
Enjoy personalized lessons that incorporate the spirit of Carnival.
Build unforgettable memories while connecting deeply with Spanish
culture.
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Why SHIP is the Best Way to
Experience Carnival



1. Which Carnival is famous for its satirical chirigotas?
     a) Cádiz
     b) Barcelona
     c) Sitges
     d) Extremadura

2. Where does the Rua de la Disbauxa parade take place?
     a) Cádiz
     b) Sitges
     c) Barcelona
     d) Extremadura

3. What unique event involves throwing confetti and oranges in Barcelona?
     a) Taronjada
     b) Mascletà
     c) Jarramplas
     d) Ofrenda

4. What is the main setting for beachside Carnival celebrations in Spain?
     a) Cádiz
     b) Sitges
     c) Barcelona
     d) Extremadura

5. The Jarramplas Festival in Extremadura involves pelting someone dressed as what?
     a) A clown
     b) A demon-like figure
     c) A knight

     d) A dragon
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Carnival Quiz
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6. Which Carnival is known for combining modern creativity with traditional charm?
     a) Cádiz
     b) Barcelona
     c) Sitges
     d) Extremadura

7. What is the final parade of Sitges’ Carnival called?
     a) Rua de l’Extermini
     b) Chirigotas Parade
     c) Parade of the Saints
     d) Turnip Throwing Parade

8. What traditional food should you try during Carnival in Cádiz?
     a) Paella
     b) Buñuelos
     c) Pestiños
     d) Migas

9. What type of Carnival experience does Extremadura offer?
     a) Modern and flamboyant
     b) Rustic and authentic
     c) Beach-focused
     d) Satirical and humorous

10. What makes SHIP unique during Carnival?
     a) Luxury accommodations
     b) Personalized lessons and guided cultural experiences
     c) Free costumes for participants

     d) All-inclusive tickets to every event
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a) Cádiz1.

b) Sitges2.

a) Taronjada3.

b) Sitges4.

b) A demon-like figure5.

b) Barcelona6.

a) Rua de l’Extermini7.

c) Pestiños8.

b) Rustic and authentic9.

b) Personalized lessons and guided cultural experiences10.

Answers



Carnival in Spain is a dazzling
celebration of music, dance,
elaborate costumes, and
centuries-old traditions. 

From the lively parades of Cádiz
to the flamboyant charm of
Sitges, the vibrant festivities in
Barcelona, and the unique
cultural expressions of
Extremadura, this season offers
a feast for the senses. 

With our Spanish Homestay
Immersion Programme (SHIP),
you can dive into the heart of
these spectacular celebrations
while improving your Spanish
and forming meaningful
connections with local
communities.

Join the festivities, immerse yourself in
Spanish culture, and make unforgettable
memories with our Spanish Homestay
Immersion Programme (SHIP) this
Carnival season!

¡Hasta pronto!

A B O V E :  M Ó N I C A  R O M E R O ,
🏆  A W A R D  W I N N E R  ' V I S I O N A R Y '
F O U N D E R  A N D  D I R E C T O R
S P A N I S H  E X P R E S S
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