
Las Fallas:
Valencia’s Fiery
Festival of Art and
Tradition
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Introduction: A Celebration
Like No Other
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Every March, Valencia transforms into

a city of fire, art, and music during Las

Fallas, one of Spain’s most spectacular

festivals. Recognized by UNESCO as an

Intangible Cultural Heritage of

Humanity, this vibrant event

celebrates Valencian culture,

creativity, and community.

Combining centuries-old traditions

with modern artistry, Las Fallas

attracts visitors from around the

globe who come to witness the city’s

unique blend of pageantry, fire, and

emotion. If you’re seeking an

unforgettable cultural experience,

Las Fallas is an event you simply

cannot miss.

www.spanishexpress.co.uk

https://www.spanishexpress.co.uk/


1. La Plantà (March 15–16): Bringing
the Fallas to Life
This is the official start of the festival when the intricate Fallas monuments, some towering as high

as 20 meters, are installed across the city. Crafted by skilled artisans, these sculptures often carry

satirical themes, poking fun at politics, culture, and society. The Fallas are judged, and awards are

given before their fiery demise.
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Key Events of Las Fallas



Held in Plaza del Ayuntamiento , the Mascletà is an

exhilarating display of rhythmic fireworks and

firecrackers that captivates the senses. The event

focuses on sound and vibration rather than visuals,

creating a visceral experience unique to Las Fallas.

2. La Mascletà (Daily
at 2 PM, March 1–19):
A Symphony of
Fireworks
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3. La Ofrenda (March 17–18): A Tribute
of Flowers

In one of the festival’s most heartfelt moments, thousands of participants dressed in traditional

Valencian attire march to Plaza de la Virgen to offer flowers to the Virgin of the Forsaken,

Valencia’s patron saint. These flowers are used to create a massive and intricate floral cloak for the

Virgin’s statue, turning the plaza into a breathtaking sea of color and devotion.
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As the penultimate night of the festival, this event

features a grand fireworks display that lights up

the Valencian sky. Known as the “Night of Fire,” it

is a celebration of light, color, and artistry that

leaves spectators in awe.

4. La Nit del Foc
(March 18): The Night
of Fire
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5. La Cremà (March 19): The Grand
Finale

The festival concludes with La Cremà, when the Fallas monuments are set ablaze in a dramatic act

of renewal and farewell. Smaller Fallas are burned earlier in the evening, while the grand Fallas in

Plaza del Ayuntamiento are ignited at midnight, drawing thousands of onlookers for an emotional

and spectacular close to the festivities.
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The Fallas monuments are not just sculptures; they

are masterpieces of craftsmanship and

storytelling.

Craftsmanship: The artisans, known as fallers,

spend months designing and constructing these

intricate works of art using wood, papier-

mâché, and other materials.

Satirical Themes: Many monuments offer

humorous or critical commentary on current

events, public figures, and societal trends,

blending art with wit and creativity.

Las Fallas is a powerful representation of

Valencia’s identity, combining tradition, artistry,

and innovation in a way that unites the community

and fascinates visitors.

Artistic and
Cultural
Significance
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Must-Visit Spots in Valencia
During Las Fallas

1. Plaza del Ayuntamiento

The heart of the festival, this square hosts the daily Mascletà, stunning firework displays, and the

burning of the largest Fallas monument.

2. Ruzafa and Carmen Districts

These neighborhoods are famous for their vibrant celebrations, smaller Fallas sculptures, and

lively street parties. It’s the perfect place to experience the local spirit of Las Fallas.

3. Museo Fallero

For a deeper understanding of the festival’s history, visit this museum, which houses ninots (small

Fallas figures) that have been spared from the flames by public vote, along with exhibits about the

artisans and traditions behind the event.
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Traditional foods you must try
during Las Fallas

1. Buñuelos de Calabaza

These pumpkin fritters are a festival favorite, crispy on the outside and soft on the inside, often

sprinkled with sugar. They are sold at street stalls throughout the city during Las Fallas.

2. Paella Valenciana

Valencia is the birthplace of paella, and there’s no better time to enjoy this iconic dish than during

Las Fallas. Many restaurants serve special paella menus to celebrate the occasion.

3. Traditional Sweets

Valencia’s bakeries and street vendors offer an array of seasonal treats, from almond-based

desserts to churros.
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Experience Las Fallas like a local with Pilar, our expert host teacher and coordinator for the

Spanish Homestay Immersion Programme (SHIP) in Valencia. Pilar, an award-winning educator,

is passionate about sharing Valencia’s culture, history, and culinary delights with her students.

As your guide, Pilar will:

Introduce you to Valencian traditions and help you explore the best of Las Fallas.

Organize cultural excursions to iconic spots like Plaza de la Virgen, Museo Fallero, and hidden

gems in the Ruzafa district.

Offer personalized Spanish lessons tailored to your level, incorporating the language of the

festival into your learning.

Host cooking sessions where you’ll learn to make authentic paella and festive treats like

buñuelos de calabaza.

With Pilar, you’ll not only witness Las Fallas but also gain a deeper understanding of Valencia’s

vibrant culture while improving your Spanish skills.

Meet Pilar: Your Host Teacher in
Valencia
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1 .  W h a t  i s  L a  P l a n t à ?
    a )  T h e  b u r n i n g  o f  t h e  F a l l a s
    b )  T h e  i n s t a l l a t i o n  o f  t h e  F a l l a s  m o n u m e n t s
    c )  A  f i r e w o r k  d i s p l a y
    d )  A  f l o r a l  o f f e r i n g

2 .  W h e r e  d o e s  t h e  M a s c l e t à  t a k e  p l a c e ?
    a )  P l a z a  d e  l a  V i r g e n
    b )  R u z a f a  D i s t r i c t
    c )  P l a z a  d e l  A y u n t a m i e n t o
    d )  C a r m e n  D i s t r i c t

3 .  W h a t  i s  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  L a  O f r e n d a ?
    a )  T o  d i s p l a y  f i r e w o r k s
    b )  T o  h o n o r  t h e  V i r g i n  M a r y  w i t h  f l o w e r s
    c )  T o  t a s t e  b u ñ u e l o s
    d )  T o  a n n o u n c e  t h e  b e s t  F a l l a s  m o n u m e n t

4 .  W h a t  h a p p e n s  d u r i n g  L a  N i t  d e l  F o c ?
    a )  T h e  b u r n i n g  o f  t h e  F a l l a s
    b )  T h e  i n s t a l l a t i o n  o f  F a l l a s  m o n u m e n t s
    c )  T h e  g r a n d  f i r e w o r k s  d i s p l a y
    d )  T h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  a w a r d s

5 .  W h a t  i s  L a  C r e m à ?
    a )  A  t r a d i t i o n a l  V a l e n c i a n  d a n c e
    b )  T h e  b u r n i n g  o f  t h e  F a l l a s  s c u l p t u r e s
    c )  T h e  o f f e r i n g  o f  f l o w e r s  t o  t h e  V i r g i n
    d )  T h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  t h e  F a l l a s  m o n u m e n t s

Las Fallas Quiz
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E L  M A R E S M E  C O A S T ( B A R C E L O N A )

6 .  W h a t  a r e  B u ñ u e l o s  d e  C a l a b a z a  m a d e  f r o m ?
    a )  A p p l e s
    b )  P o t a t o e s
    c )  P u m p k i n
    d )  B r e a d

7 .  W h o  c r e a t e s  t h e  F a l l a s  m o n u m e n t s ?
    a )  F a l l e r s
    b )  A r t i s a n s
    c )  A r c h i t e c t s
    d )  C h e f s

8 .  W h a t  d o e s  t h e  M u s e o  F a l l e r o  s h o w c a s e ?
    a )  P r e s e r v e d  n i n o t s  a n d  F a l l a s  h i s t o r y
    b )  T r a d i t i o n a l  V a l e n c i a n  f o o d s
    c )  F a m o u s  f i r e w o r k  d i s p l a y s
    d )  V a l e n c i a n  d a n c e s

9 .  W h a t  d i s t r i c t  i s  f a m o u s  f o r  l o c a l  c e l e b r a t i o n s  d u r i n g  L a s
    F a l l a s ?
    a )  C a r m e n
    b )  R u z a f a
    c )  M a l v a r r o s a
    d )  E n s a n c h e

1 0 .  W h a t  y e a r  d i d  L a s  F a l l a s  r e c e i v e  U N E S C O  r e c o g n i t i o n ?
    a )  2 0 1 0
    b )  2 0 1 3
    c )  2 0 1 6
    d )  2 0 1 9
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 b) The installation of the Fallas monuments1.

 c) Plaza del Ayuntamiento2.

 b) To honor the Virgin Mary with flowers3.

 c) The grand fireworks display4.

 b) The burning of the Fallas sculptures5.

 c) Pumpkin6.

 a) Fallers7.

 a) Preserved ninots and Fallas history8.

 b) Ruzafa9.

 c) 201610.

Answers
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Every March, Valencia
bursts into life with Las
Fallas, a breathtaking
festival of fire, art, and
tradition. 

Celebrated with grand
monuments, stunning
fireworks, and lively music,
this UNESCO-recognized
event showcases the heart of
Valencian creativity and
culture.  

Experience the magic of Las
Fallas up close with our Spanish
Homestay Immersion Program
(SHIP) and immerse yourself in
Valencian culture like never
before!

¡Hasta pronto!

L E F T :  M Ó N I C A  R O M E R O ,
🏆  A W A R D  W I N N E R  ' V I S I O N A R Y '
F O U N D E R  A N D  D I R E C T O R
S P A N I S H  E X P R E S S
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